In nonhuman primates, affiliative behaviours, such as social grooming and various forms of body contact, become more frequent after an aggressive interaction. Since such behaviours lead to a decrease in postconflict aggressive behaviour and displacement activities and to increased social tolerance, they have been labelled reconciliatory. We videofilmed sessions of free play in daycare centres in Stockholm and investigated whether affiliative behaviours used by 5-year-old boys in the postconflict period had a similar reconciliatory function. For 219 conflicts in 21 h 40 min of observation we recorded postconflict affiliative/prosocial, aggressive and displacement behaviours. When affiliative behaviours were shown and accepted by the opponent, aggressive and displacement behaviours decreased and play was promoted. These behaviours thus serve a function similar to reconciliatory behaviour in nonhuman primates and we think it is applicable to call accepted affiliative behaviours in postconflict periods of preschool children reconciliatory. However, conflicts were often polyadic and nonconflict periods consisted of intense play with a rich exchange of affiliative behaviours. These factors were limitations to the postconflict/matched-control method traditionally used in primatological research to document reconciliatory behaviour. We suggest that for preschool children, video recordings and an analysis and description of postconflict affiliative, aggressive and displacement behaviours can be used instead.
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Group living is associated with a number of advantages, such as increased protection from predators, cooperative defence of food resources and collective rearing of offspring. However, there is also increased competition for resources, such as food, mates and space (Walters & Seyfarth 1987) . This competition makes conflict and aggression between individuals more likely, and social animals are therefore expected to have developed ways of coping with conflicts and their consequences (de Waal 1986) . The individuals involved in conflicts may show different kinds of behaviour, and several ways of modulating conflicts have been observed, such as dominance/ submission with the development of dominance hierarchies, redirection of aggression, punishments and, most recently, reconciliatory behaviours When primates reconcile, which has now been described in more than 20 species, former opponents are engaged in nonagonistic and affiliative interactions in the period soon after the conflict, the so-called postconflict (PC) period. Affiliative behaviours are various forms of body contact, such as touching, embracing, holding hands or kissing. Other behaviours are social grooming and various sexually derived behaviours, such as genital inspection, mounting or copulation, and reciprocal mimic displays, such as reciprocal lip smacking (e.g. de Waal & van Roosmalen 1979; de Waal & Yoshihara 1983; Cheney & Seyfarth 1989; Aureli & van Schaik 1991a, b; Aureli et al. 1992; Kappeler & van Schaik 1992; Matsumura 1996) .
Victims of aggression show a high rate of so-called displacement activities, such as scratching, body shaking and self-grooming (Aureli et al. 1989; Aureli & van Schaik 1991b; Castles & Whiten 1998; Das et al. 1998) . These activities are suggestive of a stress response and are generally interpreted as preparation for a possible burst of activity (Sapolsky 1986), since after a conflict the victim is often attacked again by both the former opponent and others in the group (Aureli & van Schaik 1991b; Castles & Whiten 1998 
